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An Early Season Combo:

RARITAN BAY
BASS & FLATTIES
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Two chism fogs over the side can help lure

:nnﬁrﬁuhnﬂnm-dm;qmnl winter flaundear
newdy arriving, hungry stripers,
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y the time most of you read this artiche, a birgs por-

tion of you will have sxparienced serious bouts of

cabin fever, Rather than walt for the schaeks of men-
naden fiollewed by stripers, blues and weaks, thers is anather
aiternative. |c's the first weak of March, and time ta wet a ling
and break the ice (no pun Intended) on the first fish of 2005,

DOUBLE UP ON BASS & WINTER FLOUNDER

As of March |, | start preparing for my first tip. | bagin by
fallewing the weelly weather forecasts kacking for 2 sering of
sunny diays with no rain. The ressoning behind these forecasts i
that the sustained sunny duys will penetrate the water column
and warm the mud flats. Alse, no rain in the forecast keeps cold
rainvwater runcé from lowering the water emparature.

The locatians | nd to concentrate my efiorts will be vast
expandes of mud flars, which will have adjacent feader rivers ar
creeks. Lastly, M watch the tlde charts of where | will be fishing.
I weill fsh only certain parts of the tide, namely high stack wazer,
through the outgolng tide until low water slack, which caincides
with the middle part of the day whan the sun |s strongest.
There are saveral reasons why | prefer this portion of the tda,
The midday sun has warmed the mud flars for 3 fair amoune of
uime, thus allowing the inflow of cold bay and ocean water 3

winter flounder regs

arbitrary rulings on winter flounder tike effact somesime
later this year, the current limits on winter foundsr — | |-
inch minimum. no bag limit and an apen season from March
I through May 31 = will remain in place.

chance to warm on the shallow mud flats. Secondly, the water in
the rivers and croeks will grachally warm due to the exposed
channel mud edges and grass’weed beds that artrace sunghe
Finally, receding waters allow sunligh to penetrate the water
colurme raising the water temperature significanthy,

Some of the spots that | fish that possess all these attrib-
utes are the back end of Raritan Bay, ramely Union, Ciffwood
and Morgan beaches. Productive areas which tend to be a bit
deeper but that soll produce provided that there is ample
sunilgnt are Keyport Harbor and Princess By

RIGGING UP

For my fishing rigs. | tend to fish falrly light tackie since my
primary targets arn school-size stripars and flounder. For
limesidars. my rig consists of a Shirmano Compre 6117 footer
paired with a Shimane Corvalus 400 spooled with 30-pound
Splderwire. For flounder, | use a 6-foot rod paired with a
Corvalus 300 spoolad with 20-pound Spiderwire.

Striper verminal rigging Is & black nylon fish-Ninder sleeve on
rry min fine stopped by 35-pound Spra powar swivel amached
to 3 feee of Seaguar flourcearbon leader anding with 2 30
Garnakarsu bleedirg red circle hook, For flounder | use & three-
way swivel (o a double drepper loop with twe Chestartown
flavnder hooks dressed with yellow Mister Twistar grubs

COMBO FISHING TECHNIQUES
As detailed earfier, my first job is to have & succession of
sunny daye, secandly the portion of the tide | want ta fish has
o be to mid or fater part of tha day. If these conditions have
come togethes, | begin looking for a place to fish. The key is
to find the right water temperature, at this tme of the year
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at |east low 505, which Is ar least 5 degrees warmer than the rest of the bay. | tend
ta look for mud fats with humps and ledges, which have an adiacent river or cresk
spilling onte the flats. Once |ocated on the preferred spot | will anchar uptide of
the spat in 10 ta 15 feet of water, which drops into slightly despar water,

My next step is to place two chum pots In the water; one tied dirgctly o the
seern cleat right below the water surface, which consists of clam bellles, The sec-
ond chum pot will be placed on the bottom undarneath the boat, which consists of
flaunder logs spiced with cracked mussels, At this peint | will case the striper rigs
30 faet and &0 feet behind the boat and the rods will b placed in the stern rod-
haldars. Since the rigs have fish-finder rigs and cirche hooks. the stripars tend to
inhale the clam baits and hook thamseltves In the corner of the mouth.

Flounder rigs are tippad with ither sandworms or bloodworms and ars fishad
directly under the boat in a |igging fashion. if the current is running adequately and the
Walar temperature is right, you should bagin getting hits within half an heur. i an hour
passes and there are no hits | will oy w find warmer warer This is whers you nesd o
be very cauitious, 2 finding water mesns heading into shallower water with a roceding
tide, which can lezd to inadvertent beaching. Be sure oo warth your depth gauge.

The past threa seasons | have faund schoolle stripers as early as March |0 slong
Cliffwood Beach. Hapefully, by utilizing these methods you can cure the dreaded
cabin fever by getting an early start to your fishing seasen, which from the koks of
the calendar, is now upon us!




